
CSB initiatives – From July 2013 to March 2014

We can find multi stakeholder approach in all major activities and interventions of Civil              
Society Building. During the campaign of People’s Manifesto which was an initiative to             
make the political parties accountable and sensitive towards people’s participation in the            
process of development, in all regional meetings people from academia, farmer           
organizations, CSOs, CBOs, PRIs, political parties actively participated. 
On the emerging issues such as climate change, GMOs, biodiversity CECOEDECON           
established strong partnership with Parliamentarians, Policy makers, Media, CSOs,         
farmers by organizing collective events and awareness programs.
CECOEDECON has developed partnership with Retired Judges Association of Supreme          
Court and High Court Judges in Rajasthan. CECOEDECON and the Rajasthan Chapter of             
the Association of Retired Supreme Court and High Court Judges jointly organized a             
conference on“Role of Judges in Environmental Governance” (More details         
are attached separately) 
Together with KSS and Sanjha Manch, various initiatives have been undertaken to            
address the issues related to civil society. For example, various activities related to             
awareness generation of the process of sustainable development goals, campaign for           
adequate prices of agriculture products, awareness on climate change etc. People           
manifesto was prepared before the assembly elections together with various partners.           
Sanjha Manch and Kisan Sewa Samiti Mahasangh (KSSM) jointly holding a campaign            
against GMOs with active support of Farmers, NGOs, CBOs people’s representatives           
and media. (More details are attached separately)
The relationship especially with the Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs) was          
found to be very effective. The capacity building of the new elected women             
representatives has strengthened the partnership with the PRIs. CBOs were mobilized           
to link with Panchayats to make the Panchayats more functional, accountable and            
responsive. They took part in all the mandatory Gram Sabha, issue based Gram Sabha,              
campaigns of Gram Panchayats and other meetings if needed. CBOs advocated for            
policy reforms in favor of elected women representatives (EWRs) such as taking            
proposals against Two Child Norm in Gram Panchayat Elections. During the campaign of             
Bisalpur water supply for villages of Chaksu, Phagi and Niwai PRI members actively             
participated and supported this campaign. 
CECOEDECON has established strong linkages with both print and electronic          
media. In the campaign for people’s manifesto media gave proper space to this             
initiative and it helped a lot in making this campaign people’s oriented. In various              
events organized by CECOEDECON such as workshops, public hearing on climate           
change, Media workshop on climate change, media participated actively and helped to            
amplify the voices of the community and to increase the outreach of the issues raised.               
(Please refer the Media Scan)
Primarily with Community Based Organizations (CBOs), the organization is a part of            
state level processes such as Rajasthan Social Watch and the State Campaign on             
Millennium Development Goals. CECOEDECON also associates with other NGOs and          
Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) at the national and international level such as the             
Voluntary Action Network India (VANI), South Asian Network for Social and           
Agricultural Development (SANSAD), National Social Watch Coalition (NSWC), Wada Na          
Todo Abhiyan, Sa-Dhan, Oxfam India, Sustainable Agriculture Information Network,         



People’s SAARC, UN Millennium Development Goals, World Social Forum, UNCTAD          
and Beyond Copenhagen. The organization has also developed key role in networks like             
Food and Water Security Coalition, GM Free Coalition on the issues of food security,              
Sustainable agriculture, aid effectiveness, environment, farmer’s rights etc. 
Another recent collaborative effort of cecoedecon along with Pushkar Sarowar          
Samvardhani is to protact water bodies of Pushkar. (More details are attached            
separately)

Conference of Association of Retired Judges of Supreme Court and High           
Courts of India
Association of Retired Judges of Supreme Court and High Courts of India organized its              
11th Annual Conference in Jaipur on 28th and 29th September 2013. The Topic of the               
conference was “Role of Judges in Environmental Governance”
Her Excellency the Governor of Gujrat Smt Kamla Beniwal inaugurated the congference.            
Justice Radhakrishnan, formar judge of Mumbai high court delivered the keynote           
address and Justice Amitav Roy, Chief Justice of Rajasthan High Court presided the             
conference. Ms. Ritu Tiwari from cecoedecon gave a presentation on environmental           
governance.
The next day AGM of the association took place at cecoedecon’s campus at sitapura.              
Justice V.S. Dave again unanimously selected as president of the association. 
After the AGM all members of association met with KSS members. KSS members             
shared their experiences on climate change, sustainable agriculture and issues related to            
environment. Shri Sunny Sebastian, Vice Chancellor of Haridev Joshi University of           
Journalism and mass communication also shared his views on environment related           
issues. Justice Dave welcomed all participants and said that we need to set balance              
between exploitation of resources, needs of development and our ambitions and then            
move in a manner through which we are able to establish proper co-relation among all               
the three aspects of development, viz. social, economic and environmental. During the            
AGM, members of association passed a resolution to recommend the Government of            
India and other state governments to adopt fortification of food vehicles as one of its               
mainstream program to check malnourishment. 

One day workshop on GM crops and Bio Safety
A day long workshop on the burning issue of Genetic Modified crops and seeds was               
organized to understand the latest trends and policy changes at government level.
Mr. Kapil Shah from Jatan Trust, Gujarat made an informative as well as energising              
presentation on the concerns with GM crops as well as the reasons to fight them. This                
was followed by a presentation by Rajesh on the latest developments on the GM Debate               
in the last 2 years in the country and alerted the gathering on what lies in store for                  
Rajasthan as a state if the continued promotion of GM crops by the central govt both                
through field trials as well as BRAI bill materialise. Justice P.C Jain presided over and               
promised all support in the efforts to stop the release of GM crops in the state.

Participants were agreed upon some specific future actions like- In the run up to the               
elections all major political parties will be met with a demand to keep Rajasthan GM               
Free, a meeting with the Agri minister as well as the CM will be tried to alert them about                   
the upcoming field trials and get an assurance on denying NoCs for them in Rajasthan,               



Block level meetings in Jaipur, Tonk and other districts in the Shekhavati and Marwar              
region will be organise after elections with the support of local partner organizations.             
Communication material in Hindi will also be prepared in simple language.

ILEC/ILBM workshop in Pushkar on 10-11th January
Pushkar Sarovar Samvardhani in coordination with International Lake        
Environment Committee (ILEC), State Water Resources Planning Dept (SWRPD),         
Jaipur, Ajmer Development Authority (ADA), Ajmer and Cecoedecon jointly organized a           
workshop in Pushkar is to evolve sustainable and viable solutions to the immediate             
problems that all three Pushkar water bodies face- insufficient inflow, siltation, seepage            
and pollution. It was an attempt to get-together water scientists, experts, professionals            
and concerned government officials with knowledge and expertise of water bodies to            
discuss and debate on an effective strategy and action plan for rejuvenation,            
conservation and management of all Pushkar ecological units and their respective basins.
Besides Korea, Bangladesh and Nepal participants from various states of India shared            
their experiences, initiatives and efforts for conservation of lakes and basins in their             
respective countries. From CECOEDECON Mr. Prakash Chhangani delivered the lead          
presentation on “Issues and Challenges in Pushkar.” 
Dr Nakamura from International Lake Environment Committee (ILEC) introduced the          
concept of Integrated Lake Basin Management (ILBM) and also told all about ILEC.
Media Scan




