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Exert pressure to achieve millennium
goals, civil society organisations told

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: The U.N. Millennium
Campaign has called upon the
civil society organisations in
Rajasthan to exert “collective
pressure” on the State Go-
vernment to work for achiev-
ing the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs)
and inculcate sensitivity and
awareness about the UN. tar-
gots in its policy formulation
machinery.

Millennium Campaign
Deputy Director, Asia Region,
Minar Pimple, said during his
visit here over the week-end
that the bureaucrats, elected

representatives; social activ-
ists and voluntary organisa-
tions needed to intensify
their efforts to reduce pover-
ty and deliver basic services
to  the underprivileged
sections,

Line of action

Mr. Pimple met the repre-
sentatives of non-govern-
ment organisations at the
headquarters of the Centre
for Community Economics
and Development Consult-

ants' Society (CECOEDE-
CON) here and discussed

with them the line of action to
halve poverty in the desert

State by 2015 in accordance
with the MDGs.

A Citizens’ Report” on the
subject authored by the In-
stitute of Development Stud-
ies (IDS) Director Surjit
Singh was released on the oc-
casion, The report provided
comparative figures of Rajas-
than and Madhya Pradesh in
the progress made towards
the MDGs during the last five
years,

Dr. Singh sald though Ra-
jasthan had carried out the
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme in a very
effective  manner, it stll
needed to address several
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gaps and difficulties in the
flagship scheme. Besides, the
status of girls’ education in
the rural areas was yet to be
improved, he added.

The report stated that
Madhya Pradesh had made a
significant progress in the
field of education, but its
health care services were still
not up to the mark.

CECOEDECON secretary
Sharad Joshi said & special-
ised group would be estab-
lished shortly in the State to
help the U.N. organisations
build up an atmosphere con-
ducive to the achievement of
MDGs.
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NGO to moblllse ;

people for MDGS

HT Corraspondent
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The Centre for Community
£ i |

Consultant Society (CECOEDE-
CON), 10 NGO, wili mobitise peo-
ple for the fourth annual * ﬂzmd
up, take action, end poverty now’
from Oetober 16 year:.
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ledged to uchieve the MDGw, |

with the International Day for
thi: Eradication of Poverty.

pmxmmymw(buuf NGOs
and civil society arganisations
from pcross the atate was held
at the CECOEDECON campus
on Tuesdiy to discuss strategies
to launch the United Nations
Millennium Compaign in part-
nership with Wida No Todo
Abliyan (do not break your provo-
ise campaign).

The campaign will include o
range of setions such ny raliies,
human chiins, coneerts and sig-
nature campaigns,

CECOEDECON Secrctary
Shard Joghi said that with six
yeaws left until the 2015 deadline
by which world leaders haye

people around the globe were |
demanding that theie leuduwl
meel their promises in 2000 to
eradicate poverty and its root |
CULISes.

Thin year's mobilisation wlll
have a speeific thematie foeus o |
women. |

"Tho MDG commitments relate |
lu\mmenk awmpowerment, nclid: |

ggxhc promise 1o reducs mater
nil mortality by three<uarters
by 2015, have seen the least
progress, |

‘omen have been éapecially
hand bit by the devastating impact
of the financal, food and cllmats |
crises, a8 women and childven
constitute than 70 per cent of |
those living in poverty.
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